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Why do you think the title of this sermon is “Be Careful What You Wish For”? 
 
Do the discrepancies in this story (Matthew mentions 2 men, Mark and Luke mention 1) erode 
any of your confidence in the Bible? Why or why not? 
 
When it comes to demons, Christians are conquerors (Romans 8:37), but careful (Ephesians 
6:12). What do you think about demons and the devil? 
 
We know what we want. God knows what we need. 4 Questions: 
1. How long oh Lord? vv. 1-2 (Psalm 13; Job 19:25; Hebrews 4:15) 
What is something you have been waiting for/are waiting for God to do? What did/is God 
teach/ing you through that? 
 
Author Philip Yancey writes, “God…is an author of great subtlety, he lets the plot line play out in 
perilous ways, then ingeniously incorporates those apparent details into the route home.”  
How has God worked like this in your life?  
 
2. How bad is it? vv. 3-10 (2 Corinthians 1:8) 
What are the various dimensions of this demon-possessed man’s bad condition? 
 
Share an experience where you were given bad news. How did you respond? 
 
3. How much is this going to cost me? vv. 11-17 (John 4:29) 
 - Prosperity 
 - Security 
 - Identity 
Do you understand the pig herders and townspeople being fearful? Why or why not? How do 
you think they should have responded? 
 
How has being a follower of Christ cost you in terms of prosperity, security, identity? 
 
4. How should I live now? vv. 18-20 
Read verses 18-20. Has there been a time when God has said to you, “I’m with you, but I’m 
‘leaving’ and you’re staying because I have work here for you to do?  
 
What is some difficult area of service/ministry that God is asking you to do right now?  
 
Which of the 4 questions do you find yourself asking today? Why? 


