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A Study in Proverbs

When No One Is Looking: 
Living with Integrity 
Proverbs 11:3 

Getting Started: Do you believe people are fundamentally 
good? Explain. 

In his book, The Hole in Our Holiness, pastor and author 
Kevin DeYoung says, 

“Godliness is more than basic morality and niceness…It’s all 
too easy to turn the fight of faith into sanctification-by-
checklist. Take care of a few bad habits, develop a few good 
ones, and you’re set. But a moral checklist doesn’t take into 
consideration the idols of the heart. It may not even have the 
gospel as part of the equation. 

If you are interested in spirituality, your priority should be to 
grow in the holiness that comes from the Spirit. 
Righteousness is the goal of Christian discipleship. 

Worldliness is whatever makes sin look normal and 
righteousness look strange. Holiness looks like the renewal 
of God’s image in us. This is why it’s so critical that Christians 
know the character and work of the one they worship.” 

When we think about the character of God, it shouldn’t 
surprise us that he calls us to a life of integrity. Integrity is 
often described as “following your moral or ethical 
convictions and doing the right thing in all circumstances, 
even if no one is watching you.” After all, God is immutable 
which means he is never changing.  

• Have you ever been put in a position where your integrity 
could have been compromised? What happened? What 
was that like? 

Read Proverbs 11:3 aloud in your small group and answer 
the questions that follow. 

• This proverb highlights a contrast between two types of 
people. What are the two types? 

• Is there an example to follow? Is there a sin to avoid? 
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Below is a table that shows the contrasting paths described 
in Proverbs 11:3 

• In what ways do you see a draught of truth and integrity or 
“crookedness” in your culture? What are the effects, 
practically and specifically,  in the nation, the family, the 
workplace, and the church? How do these results affect you 
personally? 

• How does integrity affect your relationship with the Lord? 
How does a lack of integrity affect your relationship with 
the Lord? Read the following verses aloud together for 
greater insight to you answers. 

• Proverbs 14:2 

• Proverbs 11:20 

• Proverbs 15:8 

Pastor Kent Hughes writes, “The truth is, American culture is 
in big trouble. The colossal slide of integrity has grim 
spiritual, domestic, and political implications. But for the 
Christian, the most chilling fact is this: there is little statistical 
difference between the ethical practices of the religious and 
the nonreligious.” 

• What do you think causes us to compromise our integrity? 

Review the story of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-11. Do 
you think their punishment was too severe…too lenient? (Be 
honest!) What does this early church account teach you 
today? 

It’s important to understand that the biblical idea of integrity 
has the root idea of completeness, that a person of integrity 
is whole. Even our English word integrity stems from the 
Latin word ‘integer’ which means whole and complete. When 
you are whole and consistent there is only one you — no 
duplicity.  

• What does it mean to you to be “whole”? 

Subject   ——> Action      ——> Outcome

the upright integrity guides

the unfaithful duplicity (literally: 
crookedness, 
perverseness, 
crooked dealing) 

destroys
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Kent Hughes also points out: “Integrity can cost you a 
relationship, reputation, promotion, job, even your life. But 
integrity also has it’s benefits. 

Character 
There can be no doubt that integrity is its own reward, for it 
produces character, and notwithstanding divine intervention, 
character determines the course of one’s life here on earth. 
Even more, it will glorify God for eternity by His grace. 

Conscience 
Clear conscience is a prime benefit, because if you have a 
clear conscience you will be able to stand firmly in the storms 
that swirl around you. If your heart does not condemn you, 
but affirms you, you can be a tower of strength. “The man of 
integrity walks securely”(Proverbs 10:9). 

Intimacy 
Integrity of soul assures a deep intimacy with God. God 
desires truth in the inward parts (Psalm 51:6), and when it is 
there he rejoices in the fellowship with that heart. A 
transparent, honest soul is a haven for the Spirit of God. 

Elevation 
There are also outward benefits of integrity. Integrity elevates 
the lives of believers. Integrity encourages more integrity, 
ethical conduct spawns further ethical conduct, honesty 
leads to honesty, character produces character!  

Evangelism 
Living with integrity is an apologetic to a world steeped in 
deception. Being a follower of Jesus Christ should make an 
ethical difference in our lives, and no doubt souls will be 
turned to Christ as a result! Integrity and evangelism are a 
potent combination. 

• Which benefits of integrity mean the most to you 
personally? What are you willing to do to make these traits 
real in your life? What part does God play in this? 

Take a few moments to write down how Proverbs 11:3 
challenges you personally and how it might cause a change 
in your life. Then take turns sharing with your group.   

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Praise God who is immutable — he is never changing! 
Take time to pray that his character might be reflected 
through your own pursuit of integrity. 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 
Hebrews 13:8


