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A Study in Proverbs

Making the Tough Choice: An 
Introduction to Wisdom 
Proverbs 1:1-7 

Have you ever played the telephone game? The first person 
whispers a phrase into the ear of the person sitting next to 
them. Players whisper the phrase to their neighbors until it 
reaches the last player in line. The last player says the phrase 
out loud so that everyone can hear how much it has changed 
from the first whisper. It’s shocking how far the story can 
deviate from its origin even in a small gathering.  

But what does the telephone game have to do with your 
small group?  

New research shows that although Americans have a positive 
view of the Bible, and many say the Scriptures are filled with 
moral lessons for today, more than half of Americans have 
read little or none of the Bible. In fact, less than a quarter of 
those who have ever read a Bible have a systematic plan for 
reading the Scriptures each day. And a third of Americans 
never pick it up on their own (LifeWay Research: Americans 
Are Fond of the Bible, Don’t Actually Read It, 2017).  

The truth is, the only time most Americans hear from the 
Bible is when someone else is reading it.  

Bible illiteracy is when people are hungry for the Word, but 
are uncertain of how to approach it. Many feel intimidated by 
it. Unfortunately, Bible illiteracy is an epidemic in the church. 

Bible illiteracy leads to anemic and malnourished Christians 
because, like the telephone game, when you’re only hearing 
the Word from someone else who has likely consulted other 
resources material, you can drift farther and farther away 
from the actual source — the Bible. This robs us of the power 
of the Word to transform our lives and our communities. 

The good news is you don’t have to be a Bible teacher or 
have a seminary degree to know and enjoy God’s Word 
deeply.  

For the next seven weeks we will be studying the book of 
Proverbs in sermons and in our small group discussions. The 
coming weeks will be a wonderful opportunity to search the 
Word of God with a pattern of questions that can help us be 
transformed by the renewing of our minds (Rom 12:2).  

This week begins with an introduction to wisdom. Take a 
moment right now to pray together that God would use 
this time to give you a renewed sense of joy and 
understanding from his Word.  
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Proverbs assumes that you cannot make sense of the world 
or live a full and successful life unless you see God behind it 
and involved in it, and seek understanding of it from God 
with reverence and humility.  

Read Proverbs 1:1-7 aloud in your small group and 
answer the questions that follow. 

Here are 9 questions to ask when you read Scripture  
(from Living by the Book, by Howard Hendricks): 

1. Is there an example for me to follow? 

(Why this question matters: Have you noticed that God has filled 
his Word with people? That’s not by accident. The challenge is, of 
course, to draw parallels between your situation and that of the 
character you are studying.) 

2. Is there a sin to avoid? 

(Why this question matters: One of the values of the Word is that 
it raises your consciousness in regards to moral issues. Before we 
became believers we had an altogether different standard for right 
and wrong. Now the Bible guides us.) 

3. Is there a promise to claim? 

(Why this question matters: God’s Word is filled with promises. Of 
course, not all promises in Scripture are to you and me. Some 
promises God made to certain individuals, not to people in 
general. Others he made to groups of people, such as the nation 
of Israel. We can’t claim promises that haven’t been made to us. 
But we can certainly claim promises made to the church, as well as 
those made to “the righteous” in Proverbs and other portions of 
the wisdom literature.) 

4. Is there a prayer to repeat? 

(Why this question matters: Scripture is filled with great prayers 
and subject matter to help us pray. Ask yourself: What is there in 
these verses that I need to be praying?) 

5. Is there a command to obey? 

(Why this question matters: The Bible is filled with potent, clear-
cut commands. God’s will is revealed in God’s Word.) 
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6. Is there a condition to meet? 

(Why this question matters: Many of the promises of God are 
based on conditions set forth in the text. For instance, Jesus said, 
“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 
wish and it shall be done for you” (John 15:7). Do you notice the 
conditions? Jesus makes an incredible promise. But the conditions 
must be met.) 

7. Is there a verse to memorize? 

(Why this question matters: Obviously any verse in Scripture can 
be memorized. But some will carry more significance to you than 
others. Memorization is a process that takes time and consistency, 
but it it possible! And the benefits are immeasurable!) 

8. Is there an error to mark? 

(Why this question matters: Many Christians have fuzzy thinking 
when it comes to some of the fundamental building blocks of the 
faith such as the resurrection, the virgin birth, the inerrancy of 
Scripture, and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Personal Bible study 
can help turn that around. As you investigate God’s Word, ask 
yourself: What doctrines and truths is this passage teaching? What 
theological errors is it exposing? What changes do I need to make 
in my thinking in order to bring it in line with what the Scriptures 
teach?) 

9. Is there a challenge to face? 

(Why this question matters: Have you read a portion of the Bible 
and felt convicted that you needed to act on the basis of what 
you’ve read? The Spirit of God will prompt that. He’ll challenge 
you to respond in some area of your life, or in some situation that 
you are facing. Maybe you need to get out of something that’s 
drawing you away from God. Or maybe there’s a habit you need to 
start cultivating. Whatever it is, the Spirit uses the Word to 
promote changes in your life.) 

Take a few moments to write down how Proverbs 1:1-7 
challenges you personally and how it might cause a change 
in your life. Then take turns sharing with your group.   

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Lastly… 

• What practical difference do you believe the Bible can 
make in your life? 

• What happens when you fail to apply Scripture? 

Pray that God would use the next several weeks of 
sermons and small group discussions help you gain 
wisdom that results in life transformation.


