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DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 
 

On a flight, do you choose the aisle seat or window seat? Why? 
 

“Sometimes windows give us the big picture but not the details. Sometimes windows give us the 
details, but not the big picture.” 
Discuss this statement; how it works, metaphorically, in life and in the Bible. 
 
Discuss the implications of the following statement: 
“What you value and who you value will determine how you value the world.” 
 
The window into Paul’s heart… 
1. A commitment to meaningful encouragement (vv. 1-2) 
 
Read verse 2 “many words of (meaningful) encouragement.” What are some ways encouragement 
rises above mere compliments (cf. Philippians 4:4-7; Hebrews 3:13; Ephesians 4:1-3)? 
 
Share a time someone has encouraged you with this level of intensity. 
 
The window into Paul’s help… 
2. A commitment to intentional relationships 
 
What are some of the characteristics of Paul’s intentional relationships (i.e. relationships with a 
purpose) in verses 3-6?  
 
Who are people in your life you would describe as intentional relationships?  
 
A window into Paul’s hope… 
3. A commitment to faithful community 
 
Read verses 7-12. Describe your reaction to this story being in the Bible. If it’s not in the Bible to 
teach us to stay awake in church, why is it there?  
 
-The gathering matters.  
-The fellowship was worth his time. 
-“The show must go on.” 
-We serve a God who rescues, heals, raises dead people to life. 
From these observations of faithful community in this text, discuss some of your favorite aspects of 
Christian community: 
 
For deeper study this week, reread Acts 20:1-12 and consider the following questions: 
 

What is something that shines from these verses, impacts, draws attention? 

What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord? 

What is a point of personal application for your life from these verses? 
 
 


