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DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 
 
“When the going gets tough, the tough ________________________ (how would you fill in the blank?).” 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 2:1,3. Share a time in your life when the “going got tough” like this? How did 
you respond?  
 
1. Faithful partners (1-6) 
Who is someone in your life like Aquila and Priscilla (cf. Romans 16:3-5; 2 Corinthians 11:9)? 
 
You prepare for future hardship by engaging in present relationships (v. 6). Discuss some ways that 
the “worship, grow, serve” priorities can help you establish a network of faithful partners in your 
life? 
 
2. Forward progress (7-8) 
Ironically, Paul leaves the synagogue and reaches someone in the synagogue. Has there been a 
time when God has used you in a similarly counter-intuitive way? 
 
In verse 8, Crispus was “immediately baptized.” In what ways does baptism contribute to forward 
progress? 
 
When has forward progress in your Christian life been easier and more unproblematic? When has it 
been more difficult and challenging?  
 
3. God’s protection (9-17) 
Paul experienced God’s protection literally in this narrative, and throughout his life. 
What are some specific circumstances you can think of in which you have experienced God’s 
protection? 
 
Inactivity will only serve to entrench your fears. The worst thing we can do in the face of fear is let 
it paralyze us. In what circumstances do you need to remember this? 
 
4. Fulfilled purpose (18-22) 
What was the temporary Nazirite vow alluded to in verse 18 (cf. Numbers 6:1-21)?  
 
Verse 22, draws the 2nd missionary journey to an end. What experiences have you had coming to 
the end of a journey in your life? What journey is God perhaps calling you to start? 
 
For deeper study this week, reread Acts 18:1-22 and consider the following questions: 
 

What is something that shines from these verses, impacts, draws attention? 

What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord? 

What is a point of personal application for your life from these verses? 
 
 
 
 


