
“When Life Doesn’t Seem Fair”

Psalm 73

Faith Stories: Did anyone seize an opportunity to share their faith with an 
unbeliever this week?  Describe what happened. 

Pray: “And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that your servants may speak 
your word with all boldness” (Acts 4:29)  

Group Talk: What is the best way to stay motivated and complete goals?

Getting Started

The Asaph Psalms, much like the Davidic Psalms, are preoccupied with Israel’s 
enemies and how the Lord will deal with them. In Psalm 73 the psalmist lays out the 
problem of the prosperity of the wicked, which is both a personal and an 
international problem, and he provides an answer. 

Read Psalm 73 together with your group and discuss the questions that follow.

• What is the tone of this psalm? What emotions is the author arousing? 

• What conflict is Asaph addressing with God (verses 3-12)? With whom is Asaph 
frustrated? 

• Do you ever struggle with life, or the world, seeming unfair? If so, what about it 
seems unfair to you?

• What is the main point of Psalm 73?

• Does this passage mention any consequences for not following God’s commands 
(verses 16-20, 27)? 

• Was God fair in his treatment of Asaph (verses 21-26)? 



• What does the psalm teach us about God, and his people, and life in his world?

• How does Asaph attempt to motivate, or make his appeal, to the reader?

• Does the passage point forward to Jesus? Is the gospel anticipated or 
foreshadowed in some way? 

• Read Romans 3:23 and 6:23. What do those passages say about people and what 
they deserve? 

• How does this help you understand “fairness” in a world with God at the center? Is 
there some attitude you need to change?

Read Psalm 73 out loud together again. 

Conclusion

When life does not seem fair, we need only look to the cross of Jesus Christ, where 
the only righteous man in history was crucified on the only unfair day in the history of 
the world. Our only true hope is in God’s treatment of sin, suffering, and death 
through Jesus’ atoning sacrifice on the cross and his victorious resurrection. 

The righteousness of God is through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe, 
since there is no distinction. For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God. They are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. God presented him as an atoning sacrifice in his blood, 
received through faith, to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
restraint God passed over the sins previously committed. God presented 
him to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so that he would 
be righteous and declare righteous the one who has faith in Jesus.  
- Romans 3:22-26


