
“When God Seems Far Away”

Psalm 66:19

Faith Stories: Did anyone seize an opportunity to share their 
faith with an unbeliever this week?  Describe what happened. 

Pray: “And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that your 
servants may speak your word with all boldness” (Acts 4:29)  

Group Talk: What were you really into when you were a kid?

Getting Started

Psalm 66 is a psalm of thanksgiving. Gratitude is a spiritual virtue that opens the door 
of the soul to the world around us. Giving thanks allows us to look away from self to 
God and others. 

Read Psalm 66:1-20 together with your group and discuss the questions that follow.

• Are there repetitions or multiple instances of similar ideas in Psalm 66? Do these 
repetitions make a particular point?

• What does the psalm indicate about God? What does it indicate about other 
people?

• What is the main point of Psalm 66? Are there specific commands or instructions 
given to the reader? Does this passage mention any consequences for not 
following God’s commands?

• How does the author motivate the reader (verses 5-12)? What specific historical 
event in verse 6 is the author referencing? What historical event(s) do you look to 
which motivate you to thank and praise God?

• What do verses 9-12 teach us about life in this world?



• How does remembering God’s history of faithfulness help us in our present 
circumstances?

• How does this passage challenge (or confirm) your understanding?

• Do you make a habit of thanking and praising God? 

• How does this passage call on you to change the way you live?

Read Psalm 66:1-20 out loud together again. 

Conclusion

C.H. Bullock puts it exceptionally well in his book, Encountering the Book of Psalms: 

“One of the great tragedies of the human spirit is to become a prisoner of 
ingratitude, for ingratitude shuts the human spirit up in a world lightened only by the 
self, which is no light at all. It creates a dark dungeon of selfishness because there is 
no horizon to give perspective to an individualistic world. Ingratitude is a closed 
system that prohibits the individual from opening up to God and neighbor. Gratitude, 
on the other hand, throws the door to this prison wide open and liberates the soul 
to thank God for what he has done and to share this spirit of grateful elation with 
fellow human beings.” 

The author of Psalm 66 reflects on the Passover as a source of motivation for his 
thanksgiving and praise. How much more so the cross and resurrection motivates us! 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his love endures forever. 
Psalm 118:1


