
“When You Need Perspective”

Genesis 50:20

Faith Stories: Did anyone seize an opportunity to share their 
faith with an unbeliever this week?  Describe what happened. 

Pray: “And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that your 
servants may speak your word with all boldness” (Acts 4:29)  

Group Talk: Take turns sharing a time in your life when you 
have had to overcome adversity..

Getting Started

The life of Joseph spans from Genesis chapter 37-50. The story about Joseph opens 
ominously: “Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he 
was the son of his old age” (37:3). It foreshadows the trouble. The brothers’ reactions 
are envy and anger. To make matters worse, at least from the brothers’ perspective, 
Joesph tells them about two of his dreams which culminated with his brothers 
bowing before him. And yet as bleak as his story seemed to be, the narrative changes 
drastically with a “…but God…” moment which serves as a great reminder of God’s 
ability to transform even the most difficult circumstances. 

Read Genesis 50:18-21 together with your group and discuss the questions that follow.

• Open your Bibles to Genesis 37. Work together to retell the story of the life of 
Joseph including the major events, characters, conflicts, and themes. 

• How should we gauge Joseph’s motives by the way he shares his dream in 37:5-9? 

• Do you sense that Joseph is learning something or growing in some way through 
the story? How? What does he learn?

• How could you sum up the story of Joseph in your own words?



• By the way the story culminates in 50:18-21, how does this passage challenge your 
understanding about who God is and what he is like?

• What stands out to you about the “but God” moment in verse 20? 

• What is different about the way Joseph talks to his brothers in verses 18-21 
compared to how he talked to them when he was younger (37:5-9)? What do you 
imagine caused such a change?

• Early on in the narrative Joseph’s tone is self-centered, whereas his tone later on is 
God-centered (v.19). Where have you made much of yourself and little of God?

• Is there some attitude or behavior that you need to change?

Conclusion

The story of Joseph is one that reminds us of God’s ability to redeem foolishness, 
evil, and tragedy. The power of God at work here includes the removal of shame and 
true reconciliation. Joseph’s story began with him telling his brothers they would one 
day bow down to him. Yet at the end of the story when his desolate brothers knelt 
before him, Joseph told them “‘…don’t be afraid. I will provide for you.’ And he 
reassured them and spoke kindly to them” (v.21). 

Most importantly for us, Joseph’s story points to Christ. Joseph survives hostility and  
becomes the physical salvation for his family. Jesus, however, would one day be 
crushed by the weight of evil and sin at the cross. But just as Joseph proclaimed, “You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish…the saving of 
many lives” (v.20), the resurrection of Jesus provided the greatest “but God” moment 
the world has ever known. The evil cross was meant to destroy one man, but God 
conquered death and brought salvation and hope to the world. 


