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Do you know from your parents what your first words were? If you have children, do you 

remember their first words? 

 

Read Proverbs 18:21. What questions do you have about this verse? What shines from it? What 

application do you take from it? 

 

1. Produce Joy (12:25; 15:1, 23; 16:21; 26:28) 

Proverbs says wise words produce joy in the hearer and in the speaker. Why? What are some 

differences for how it is produced in the hearer and in the speaker? 

 

Read Proverbs 15:23. The NIV says, "how good is a timely word." What do you think that 

means? 

 

Read Proverbs 16:21. When have you experienced "gracious words being persuasive?" 

 

Read Philippians 2:4. What are some ways this description of Jesus' humanity should help shape 

the joy of your words (cf. Hebrews 12:1-2)? 

 

2. Promote Healing (12:18; 16:28; 17:4; 26:22; James 3:7-8) 

Share a time you have experienced words "pierce like a sword." 

 

Jeff said that what we allow, we advance. How should that warning help us be discriminate in 

what we speak and hear (cf. Philippians 4:8)?  

 

Read John 1:14. What does it mean that Jesus was "full of grace and truth"? How can that help 

us speak healing words? 

 

3. Prove the Heart (15:7, 28) 

What are some ways your words indicate your heart has truly changed and not just your mouth? 

 

Read Luke 6:45. What is the context in which Jesus is speaking here? How does it apply to 

proving our heart with our words? 

 

Read Matthew 27:46. What is the significance do the words of Jesus have here as it relates to our 

words? 

 

This is the last sermon in the Wise Words series. What are some big takeaways from this sermon 

series? 

 



REMEMBER: Proverbs has 31 chapters, which means it makes a great book to read every 

month. Take the Proverbs challenge today. 

 

Here is an article summarizing the lessons we should learn from Proverbs: 

http://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/dont-just-tweet-your-proverbs 

 

This devotional on Proverbs is available for pre-order: 

https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Wisdom-Navigating-Life-Devotions-

ebook/dp/B06W549XHB/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1501427873&sr=8-

1&keywords=tim+keller+proverbs 
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