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DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 
Share a story about a significant turnaround in your life? When did it happen? What happened? How 

did it change you? 
 
 
What is the major transition in the book of Acts that takes place as chapter 8 begins (cf. Acts 15:4)? 
 
 
1. Expect detours (1-3) (Acts 15:4—apostles and elders still in Jerusalem) 
 
How does Paul reflect on his actions here after he is a Christian (cf. Galatians 1:13)? 
 
What is a big detour you have faced? What has God taught you through that detour? 
 
How can you tell the difference between a detour brought on by God, and one brought on by your 
own poor choices and decisions? What is the difference? 
 
 
2. Pursue opportunities (4-7) 
 
Where are some places that God provides opportunities when you have least expected it? 
 
What do we know about Philip? What is the story of his faithfulness to his task (cf. chapter 6)? What 
are some ways God has used you out of your faithfulness to something seemingly insignificant? 
 
How does Act 1:8 impact the progress in this context? What are some of the lessons for diversity in 
the church from this context? 
 
Witness in Samaria was uniquely designed for Philip. What are some unique responsibilities where 
God has used/uses you? 
 
 
3. Celebrate the unexpected (8) 
 
What defines “unexpected” for you when it comes to the way God works? 
 
“We’re not ready to move until we are prodded.” How have you experienced this in your life? 

 
 
For deeper study this week, reread Acts 8:1-8 and consider the following questions: 
 

What is something that shines from these verses, impacts, draws attention? 

What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord? 

What is a point of personal application for your life from these verses? 
 
 
 
 


