
Sermon Notes  Mar 19/20 2016  
“Navigating the Path” Luke 19:28-40    Jeff McNicol 
 
 
Question of the week: What, if any, are your recollections from childhood about celebrating Palm Sunday?  
What are some specifics things that Palm Sunday adds to the Passion narrative? 
 
 
Pathway to Life: Has anyone had an opportunity to engage in a spiritual conversation with an unbeliever, or 
share your faith this week? Describe what happened. 
 
 
Prayer: Ask God to prepare your heart for the impact of Holy Week, even as you consider the story of Palm 
Sunday. 
 
 
Introduction: The joyful expression, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,” that marked the 
celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry, will, in a few days, turn to the shouts of “Crucify him.” This sermon 
considers the nature of this strange and wonderful, if not short-lived journey of joy for Jesus. 
 
 
Revisit the Sermon:  
1. Detours that block the path 
 
 a. Expectations Luke 19:37-38 
 What were the misplaced expectations for Jesus in the story? What are some misplaced expectations   
 people have for Jesus today? 
 What are some potentially misplaced expectations that you are trying to live up to? 
 
 b. Opposition Luke 19:39-40 

God will receive his praise. In what ways does this take the pressure off of us when we face 
opposition? 

 
2. Decisions that clear the path  
 
 a. Be prepared Luke 19:30-34 

Jesus asks his disciples to follow through with a curious plan. What are some ways God is asking you 
to be prepared to do something you might not understand or expect? 

  
 b. Be purposeful Matthew 21:5, 9 
 3 characteristics of purposeful living: 

- “Ask” (Psalm 25:4) 
- “Live by God’s Word” (Psalm 119:35) 
- “Run from sin” (Proverbs 15:19) 
In what ways did Jesus model these characteristics? Which of these speaks most powerfully to you 
right now? 
 
c. Be courageous Luke 18:31-32 
Notice that the meaning of certain things Jesus was explaining to the disciples was kept “hidden from 
them.” What does this mean? How might God do this with us?  
 

 
Conclusion: The story of Palm Sunday gives us a glimpse of what might have been: Jesus as the rightful 
King. During this Holy Week, consider his humility and sacrifice, and its impact on your life.  

 


