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DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

Share a story about reality colliding in your life as it relates to one of the following situations: 
- Marriage 

- Parenthood 
- Your job 

- Growing up or growing old 
 
1) Telling the truth can get messy 
 
Read verses 9-13 
What do you make of this man Simon? To what type of person is he comparable today? 
 
When real truth collides with the real world, things can get messy. In what ways is that reflected in 
this story? How has that been true in your life? 
 
 
2) Experiencing the truth can look unorganized 
Read verses 14-17 (cf. Acts 2:38) 
 
Specifically in this text, what are some possible reasons to explain why the coming of the Holy 
Spirit is delayed? 
 
So, in what ways does Christian truth apply in an unorganized way in this story (cf. Isaiah 55:8)? 
How have you experienced this in your life? 
 
Truth in life is “messy” and/or “unorganized, but how do we know when to accept what we cannot 
control, and when to fight for clarity and organization with the truth? 
 
3) Living the truth can change reality 
 
Read verses 18-24 
What further light do these verses shed on Simon? 
 
Do you think Simon “really” believed in Jesus? Why or why not? 
 
In what ways have you experienced people believing Jesus for the wrong reasons?  
 
Read verse 25, then read Luke 9:54. What has changed? What are some ways God has worked in 
your life to transform your views, biases, and opinions?  
 
Who do you need to tell the truth, even knowing it could get messy? 
 
For deeper study this week, reread Acts 8:9-25 and consider the following questions: 
 

What is something that shines from these verses, impacts, draws attention? 

What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord? 

What is a point of personal application for your life from these verses? 
 


