
Propellers  3/5-3/6/16  
“Gospel-Infused Community” 1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 Pastor Ed Walsh 
Question of the week: Think of a person in authority over you that you’ve respected the most.  Why did you 
respect them? 
 
Pathway to Life: Has anyone had an opportunity to engage in a spiritual conversation with an unbeliever, or 
share your faith this week? Describe what happened. 
 
Prayer: Ask God to transform you by the renewing of your minds in this time (Romans 12:2). 
 
Introduction: Paul is writing to the believers in Thessalonica in order to encourage them and provide 
instructions on how to live as brothers and sisters in Christ.  In these 3 verses (5:12-15), he addresses how to 
view those in authority, as well as how to love their fellow believers.  Without a doubt, the challenges faced by 
the Thessalonians are many of the very same challenges we face as a Church today.  Read 1 Thessalonians 
5:12-15 together and point out the major issues that Paul is addressing.   
 
Revisit the Sermon:  

1. Respect those above 

- The first 2 verses (12-13) provide instructions on how to view those in authority.  What words does Paul use 
that stand out to you?  What words would you use to describe how you view those in authority over you?  
Are you challenged by the differences between the words Paul uses and the words that you use?  

- Pastor Ed said “Following creates Harmony”.  What does it mean to truly “follow”? 

- Can you think of a situation where you chose NOT to follow those in authority?  What was the result?  
Can you think of a situation where you chose to selflessly follow those in authority?  What was the result? 

- Are there situations where you should NOT follow authority? 

2. Reach to those beside 

- The next 2 verses (14-15) provide instructions on how to live with our fellow believers.  What words does 
Paul use to describe how we should act toward those that are idle/disruptive, timid, weak, and evil?  How 
are you challenged by Paul’s words?  Can you think of an example of a situation where you’ve had to deal 
with someone that could be described by these adjectives?  How did you handle it?  Can you think of a time 
where YOU could be described by these adjectives?  How did your brothers/sisters act toward you?   

- Pastor Ed said “People rowing the boat don’t have time to rock the boat”.  What does that mean to you? 

- Can you think of a specific situation where you/others were rowing?  What was the result?   

- Can you think of a specific situation where you/others were rocking?  What was the result? 
 
Conclusion: In these verses, Paul provides instructions to the Thessalonians on how to live in 
community.  His words were as counter-cultural then as they are now.  Therefore, without Christ, we 
have little hope of living in such a selfless, loving, peaceful manner.  If we are following Him, how does 
the person and work of Jesus Christ transform our thoughts and actions toward those in authority 
over us and those that labor along-side us?  In light of the Gospel and John 13:35, how might we as 
followers of Christ look very different in this regard?      

Pray: Pray that the Holy Spirit would convict us of our sins with regard to our thoughts and actions toward our 
brothers and sisters.  Pray that we would be given the courage to act in selflessly and the wisdom to allow for 
the redemption of broken relationships.  Pray that the peace of Christ would reign over us as we live in 
community.   


