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Question of the week: Take turns sharing something that someone has done to make a 
difference in your life. 

Pathway to Life: Has anyone had an opportunity to engage in a spiritual conversation with an 
unbeliever, or share your faith this week? Describe what happened. 

Prayer: Ask God to transform you by the renewing of your minds in this time (Romans 12:2). 

Introduction: The gospel has the power to make a difference in and through us, but it doesn’t 
happen without intentionality. Read Paul’s words of exhortation to the church in 1 Thessalonians 
2:1-12 and consider how God make want to make a difference in and through you. 

Revisit the Sermon:  
1. Serve with courageous integrity (v1-6) 

Paul reminds the church of his perseverance in ministry when persecution came and things got 
very difficult. Describe a time in your life when you have had to persevere through difficult 
circumstances.  
- How important is it to have motivation when you’re going through trials or suffering? 
- What would you say motivates you in life?  
- Sin can warp and distort our motives. What competes with God’s glory as your primary 

motivation? 
- In what practical ways can your Small Group help remind each other that your primary 

motivation is the glory of God in Jesus Christ? 

2. Demonstrate selfless compassion (v 6-9) 
- By the grace of God we all possess things that are good and helpful for others in faith and 

life. What experiences, skills, or resources do you have that could benefit others? 
- Describe a time when you were blessed by someone giving you something that was theirs (it 

could be a gift, physical help, wisdom, or even their time). 

3. Engage through righteous inspiration (10-12) 
God graciously makes a difference in us (we often call this transformation or sanctification), but 
the blessing doesn’t end there. He also wants to make a difference through us.  

Consider your strengths and weaknesses in the areas below. Share with each other specific 
ways you can GIVE and GROW: 

Conclusion: A relationship with Christ leads to inward transformation that results in results in 
outward transformation. Jesus calls us to come as we are, be transformed, and make a 
difference. 

Pray for God to make a difference in and through your Small Group.
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