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“Show Me Your Glory” —Exodus 33 

November 21/22 
from Pastor Jeff McNicol

Question of the week: What is something broken about your community, or the world, 
that you wish was fixed? 

Introduction  
As a church we are entering into a season of concentrating on the glory of God. 
Although God’s glory can seem too abstract or ethereal to grasp, our Lord has made it 
abundantly clear that He wants His glory to be known by us and through us. Therefore, 
in the coming weeks we encourage you to seek a clearer understanding of God’s glory 
in corporate worship, in your Small Group, and in your personal life!  

Prayer: Begin this journey by praying together, like Moses in Exodus 33:18, that God 
would show you His glory. 

Revisit the Sermon:  

In light of this week’s sermon, take some time to remind yourselves: What is God’s 
glory? 

• Read Psalm 19:1 & Hebrews 1:3 and discuss what they say about God’s glory. 

Creation shouts God’s glory. Jesus is the manifestation of God’s glory. God’s glory is 
good for us! Exodus 33 teaches us about God’s glory in relationship to our lives.  

1. Glory with us is not a guarantee. (3) 

• What things will inhibit us from experiencing God’s glory? 

• We cannot manufacture better circumstances in life, but God does assure us that 
we can experience closeness with Him in all circumstances (2 Corinthians 
12:7-10). What are some gifts God has given us to prompt closeness with Him that 
can help us deepen our understanding of His glory? (Try listing different spiritual 
disciplines and discussing each of their value in daily life.) 

Moses’ interaction with God in Exodus 33 also reminds us that… 

2. God’s presence gives us success. (12-15) 

• How do you measure success?  

• How does the Bible suggest God measures success? 
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• Prior to this point in the Exodus story God has used Moses to lead the Israelites 
out of 400 years of captivity and oppression as slaves under Pharaoh in Egypt. In 
Exodus 33 God promised Moses, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give 
you rest” (15). Rest for former slaves who were treated with great hostility was a 
wonderful gift! However, if you look at the circumstances of the Israelites, they 
were following Moses by wandering in the desert after they escaped from 
Pharaoh.  

• What does it mean that “It’s better to be in the wilderness with God than to be a 
slave to another king”? 

In God’s great plan of redemption success isn’t measured by who you are, but rather by 
whose you are. 

3. God’s glory gives us identity. (16) 

• What competes for your identity? (i.e., work, income, roles you play, etc.)  

• What distinguishes Christ-followers from others? 

• How does your identity as a follower of Christ compel you to be a witness to others 
by your attitude, actions, and words? 

Conclusion:  
In the book of Exodus God used Moses to lead His people out of slavery, and escaping 
death while bringing them into right relationship with the Father, with a new identity, and 
a new purpose to glorify God.  

Later on in the Bible God would send another person to lead His people out of slavery 
and escaping death once and for all — His name is Jesus Christ. In Him we have a new 
identity and a new purpose: to experience the glory of God in closeness with Jesus, and 
display and declare His glory to the world. 

Pray together for God’s glory to shine in and through you.


