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Opening Up 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is a challenge you’re facing? Is there some way our group can help? 

Gospel Reverberation 

• With whom did you share what you learned from the sermon or Small Group last week? 

Introduction 

In our society the relationship between employees and employers is so completely different from 
that of master and slave in the first century that we must use extreme caution in making correlations. 
We cannot assume a one-to-one correspondence where slaves equal employees and masters equal 
employers. However, there are certain principles in the instructions the apostle Paul gives the 
Colossians that apply in any setting, including the workplace. 

Pause and pray. Lord, you are truly our Master and we exist to serve and to honor you. We admit 
that every day we fall short of our ultimate goal. Thank you for the mercy and grace you show us. 
Use your Word to transform us into Christ-like servants, forgetting our old patterns of being slaves to 
the world, in order that we can be instruments of Christ. Amen. 

Bible Discovery 

Read this week’s passage out loud and discuss what the Bible says, what it means, and what it means 
for you and your group. 

1. What is one thing you learned or took away from the sermon this week? 
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2. What is the difference between the demonstrations of slavery or being a “bond-servant” in the 
Bible compared to our present day understanding of slavery? 

3. Describe your work.  

4. On a scale of 1-10 how much do you enjoy your job? Why? 

5. Read the following passages and discuss what each says about God’s purpose for work: 

Genesis 2:15 

John 17:4 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

Colossians 3:23-24 

6. How can work become an idol? 

7. On multiple occasions New Testament writers mention being “slaves for Christ” or “slaves to 
righteousness.” What do they mean by that? (See Romans 6:19, Galatians 1:10, Ephesians 6:5-6, 
Philippians 1:1, James 1:1, 1 Peter 2:16) 

8. In what ways can your current job be an opportunity to bring glory to God and bless others? 

Putting It All Together 

Work is not a curse. Work was introduced before the Fall (Genesis 2:15). There is plenty of reason to 
believe that work will be perfectly redeemed and awaiting us in our heavenly home. With Christ, 
work is a part of a satisfying life. Therefore, we must not live in such a way to try and escape work, 
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but rather see how God might redeem it and use our work for His kingdom purposes. The only way 
to do this is by keeping our eyes fixed on Christ.  

Reread Colossians 1:15-20 together to refresh your memory of the supreme work of Christ, on whom 
we must fix our gaze. 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 
from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have 
all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 
things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.   — Colossians 1:15-20


