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Colossians 3:20-21

Opening Up 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is a challenge you’re facing? Is there some way our group can help? 

Gospel Reverberation 

• With whom did you share what you learned from the sermon or Small Group last week? 

Introduction 

The gospel applies to the most basic dimensions of life, beginning at home. In his letter to the 
Colossian church, Paul emphasized righteous living and then immediately spoke about the 
relationships between husbands and wives, and parents and children. Paul’s addressing the home as 
a place for our faith to be lived out makes clear the calling for all believers to set their minds on the 
things above (3:1-4) does not mean they can brush aside their family obligations below. As Christians 
it is critical that we apply the gospel at home. Only if and when we take this world — the world of 
our home life — seriously, may we, perhaps, be called to serve our Lord on a greater scale. 

Pause and pray. Heavenly Father, thank you that before we are anything else, you have called us 
into your family to be your children. Help us to learn from your Word what it means to be a child and 
a parent that honors you. Teach us to live in such a way that glorifies you, our heavenly Father. In 
Jesus’ holy Name, Amen.  

Bible Discovery 

Read this week’s passage out loud and discuss what the Bible says, what it means, and what it means 
for you and your group. 
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1. What is one thing you learned or took away from the sermon this week? 

2. How would you describe a Christ-centered household? What types of attitudes, actions, and 
behaviors would characterize it? 

3. Did you grow up in a Christian household? If so, what characteristics made the home Christ-
centered? If not, what would you say did characterize your family? 

4. In your family of origin, how did discipline take place when children misbehaved?  

5. In his commentary on Colossians, Bible scholar David Garland points out about the first century 
A.D., “Children were legally regarded as their father’s property, and their status was little better 
than that of slaves.” How is the world as we know it different for parents and children?  

From your perspective, what is the most difficult thing about parenting? How do you handle 
it when parenting doesn’t work out the way you planned? 

6. What does the apostle Paul suggest God demands of children? What does the apostle Paul 
suggest God demands of parents? 

What are the potential consequences when parents stray from God’s design? 

7. Paul does not only address an expectation for behaviors, he also addresses motivation. With 
what motivation should parents and children carry out Paul’s exhortation? 

8. How does keeping our eyes fixed on Christ (3:1-2) transform the way we parent our children? 
How does it change the way our families interact?  
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Putting It All Together 

New life begins in the home. The family is where, under the Lordship of Christ, we learn to control 
our anger, rage, abusive language, and lying so that peace might reign. The family is where we first 
learn to work out the values of “compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience (3:12) 
There is no more difficult place to exercise these virtues day in and day out than in the home. The 
new life (3:1-3) enables submissiveness that puts others first, love that refuses to grow bitter, 
obedience, supportive and encouraging parenting, devotion to doing work well, and fairness and 
justice in our dealing with others.


