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DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 
 
What do you think of when you hear “breaking free?” What experience(s) in your life comes closest 

to capturing the meaning of this statement? 
 

As you read the text, make note of how the following points emerge:  
 
1. Opposition is inevitable (1-4) 
 
Inevitable. That seems like a strong word. What would you point to as “inevitable opposition” in 
your life? 
 
What are some things that opposition does for growth as a Christian that nothing else can do? 
 
 
2. God’s power brings freedom (5-19) 
 
Notice Peter’s ability to sleep soundly in the midst of all the things swirling around him (cf. 1 Peter 
5:7).  
What are some practical ways to experience this kind of peace? 
 
Consider how earnest pray-ers weren’t expecting a whole lot. It’s not the power of your prayer, but 
the power of the one behind your prayer. How does that encourage you in prayer? 
 
What keeps you from exercising greater faith in your prayers (cf. James 4:3)? 
 
Consider Peter’s freedom verses James’ “freedom” (v. 2). What does this teach us about 
“possibilities in the face of insurmountable problems”?  
 
 
3. God’s purpose always prevails (19-25) 
 
We might never consider ourselves to be like Herod, but what was at the root of his sin that could 
be at the root of ours (cf. Galatians 6:7)? 
 
In what ways does this story end differently than the way it started? How have you experienced the 
prevailing purpose of God even when circumstances seemed beyond your control? 
 
For deeper study this week, reread Acts 12:1-25 and consider the following questions: 
 

What is something that shines from these verses, impacts, draws attention? 

What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord? 

What is a point of personal application for your life from these verses? 
 
 
 
 


