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Look over the brief introduction to the book of Acts (above). What did you know about Acts coming 
into this teaching series? What do you think the Bible would be missing without this book? What 2-3 
things you hope to learn as a result of this teaching series? 
 
The book of Acts is a “sequel” to the book of Luke. What is your favorite movie sequel? Why? 
 
Read this week’s text, Acts 1:1-11 
 
We must… 
 
1. Embrace the twin pillars of Acts (1-5) 
 a. Christ’s resurrection is real 
 Read Philippians 3:10. What are practical ways you can “know” the power of the resurrection? 
 In what specific ways can it help you as it relates to: 
 - Fighting sin in your life… 
 - Loving others as Jesus has loved you… 
 - Sharing your faith… 
  
 b. The Holy Spirit is here 
 Read the following parallel verses: Matthew 3:11; John 14:16-17; Ephesians 1:13; 4:30; 1 
 Thessalonians 5:19 
 Explain what it means biblically to “get” and “have” the Holy Spirit. Is it difficult? Easy? Both? 
 
2. Live the given mission (6-8) 
The given mission is to be witnesses. What are 1-2 things that are most difficult for you as it relates 
to being a witness? 
 
In what ways do the twin pillars of Acts provide what you need to be witnesses? Can you think of 
verses outside of Acts that support your answers? 

AUTHOR 
This work, like the Gospel of Luke, is anonymous. However, because of the “we” passages (e.g. 16:10-17), it 
seems likely that the author is Luke the physician who accompanied Paul on some of his (Paul’s) journeys. 
DATE 
The final events recorded here to place in early A.D. 60, so Acts must have been compiled some time after 
that. 
THEME 
The spread of the Gospel to all the known world (1:8) 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
In 30 short years, the church grew from what was considered an insignificant Jewish sect to a major force in 
the Roman Empire. Luke wrote Acts as a companion piece to his gospel to show how Christianity was not a 
political threat to Rome, but rather the work of God’s Spirit in building up a spiritual “kingdom,” one 
comprised of all who live by faith in Jesus. Luke does this by focusing on the two leading figures in the 
church: Peter, the apostle to the Jews (ch. 1-12), and Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles (ch. 13-28) 
CHARACTERISTICS 
The theme of Acts is defined in 1:8, Luke records the growth of the church in Jerusalem and Judea (1:1-6:7), 
Galilee and Samaria (6:8-9:31), Antioch, which became a missionary launching pad to the Gentile world (19:1-
28:31). Luke centers in on Paul. By doing so, he affirms Paul’s authority as an apostle, as well as his 
innocence of the charges brought against him. Acts provides essential information about the churches Paul 
founded and to whom he wrote his epistles.   
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3. Invest without turning back (9-11) 
 
What particular promises and power do we get from the actual event of Jesus’ ascension? 
 
The angel challenged the disciples to stop standing and looking into heaven. In what ways are you 
“standing around” in your Christian life? What are some people and places God is calling you to? 
 
As it relates to the person/people you want to be a witness to, consider the following resources to 
help you in your evangelism efforts: 
 
www.juststopandthink.com 
http://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl/ 
www.iamsecond.com 
Irresistible Evangelism: Natural Ways to Open Others to Jesus:  
http://www.amazon.com/Irresistible-Evangelism-Natural-Others-Jesus/dp/0764426265 
 
 
For deeper study this week, reread Acts 1:1-11 and consider the following questions: 
 

What is something that shines from these verses, impacts, or draws attention? 

What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord? 

What is a point of personal application for your life from these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 


