
WEEK THREE: CHOOSING TO BE ALL IN

Question of the week: 
What epitaph would you want engraved on your tombstone?

Share: 
Has anyone had a chance to take part in the Pathway to Life (initiate, invest, invite, and re-
invest) with someone this week? Describe your experience. 

Pray:
Before you get into reading and discussing God’s Word, take a moment to pray for those who 
had a chance to take part in the Pathway to Life, and for more opportunities to display and 
declare the gospel as a group.

Introduction:
Everything we have comes from God and belongs to God: life, family, money, resources, time, 
job, talents—everything.  We are stewards of what God has given us. He owns it; we use it. All 1

this is much more than we deserve, and though many Christians would nod their heads in 
agreement, few live as though it were actually true.

Jesus spent a fair amount of his ministry talking to people about stewardship. 

One example is found in Luke 12:13-21. Read the passage aloud and discuss the questions 
that follow.

- What is the man’s motive in asking Jesus for help?

- Jesus responds to the man’s request with a parable. Parables often have clusters of 
meaning. What are some of the things Jesus is communicating through the parable for the 
man who wanted his help?

- What does it mean to be “rich toward God” (v. 21)?

The rich fool of Jesus’ parable could be a poster boy for the American Dream. He worked hard, 
earned a good living, and planned to enjoy the fruits of his labor. But when ruled by selfishness, 
he ignored the One who created the land, the One who made it produce the harvest, and the 
One who numbered his very days.

When it comes to possessions we will either cultivate an attitude of gratitude or greed. Look 
over the table below and discuss the questions that follow: 

 John 3:27; 1 Cor. 4:71

�1



*from Money: God or Gift, by Jamie Munson

- Look over the table above. Which column (gratitude or greed) most accurately describes 
your life? In which areas are you encouraged? Where do you need to repent and seek 
forgiveness? 

In light of what we have we can choose to grumble or we can choose to be grateful.2

Gratitude Greed

Attitude Humility (Phil 2:3) Grumbling (Phil 2:5)

Perspective Grace: “I am a sinner 
who deserves death, but 
Jesus paid the price and 
gave me his perfect 
righteousness.” 

Entitlement: “I am a 
good person who 
deserves heaven—plus 
a comfortable, pain-free 
existence in the 
meantime.”

Desire Jesus is enough to 
satisfy me.

Jesus is not enough. I 
want wealth / fame / 
comfort / power as well. 

Money God gives. Therefore my 
money is his, and I use it 
to glorify him.

I earn. Therefore my 
money is mine, and I 
use it however I please.

Possessions Contentment: I have 
enough

Covetous: I never have 
enough

Church Serves as a member of 
God's family

Be served as a 
consumer

Job Work heartily for the 
Lord, cultivating thanks 
for God’s provision 
(Deut. 8:17; Col. 3:23)

Work begrudgingly for 
the man, becoming bitter 
and jealous against 
others (James 3:16)

Family A blessing to embrace A burden to escape

Future Eternal: optimistic/
hopeful (2 Cor. 4:7-9)

Temporal: pessimistic/
anxious

Worship Time, energy, and 
resources go to God

Time, energy, and 
resources go to me

Identity Jesus and his 
achievement

My abilities and my 
achievements

Giving Generous Guilt- or gain-motivated 
(or non-existent)

 Col. 3:152
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- Of the areas in the table, where in your life are you prone to grumbling? 

Pause and ask the Holy Spirit to help you resist temptation to grumble.

Extend the Discussion:

God’s grace reaches far beyond our comprehension and has enormous implications. In Jesus 
we have everything we need for all eternity, and more than we deserve here on earth. The 
spiritual reality that we have everything we need and more in Jesus should not lead us to 
neglect the spiritual and physical “have nots” in our communities and world.  3

On the contrary, true spiritual “haves” view the riches of God’s grace as a profound motivator. 
Every opportunity to give becomes an opportunity to demonstrate and share from the endless 
supply of our truest, most valuable possession: the generosity, goodness, and good news of 
Jesus. 

- What is your gut-level response to the call to giving? How does that align (or not) with how 
you believe God wants you to give?

- How does radical generosity reflect the heart of 
God and the work Christ? 

- Thinking back on the example from Luke 
12:13-21, in what practical ways can you be 
“rich toward God,” invest in the kingdom, and 
be ALL IN?

Close with Prayer

Pray together for God to give you a renewed sense of gratitude and ask God to give 
discernment with how you steward all the gifts God has entrusted to you.  

 James 2:15-173
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If stewardship is a sign of 
a redeemed life, then 
Christians will, by their 
new natures, want to 
give. 
—Craig Blomberg, from Neither Poverty 
nor Riches


