
WEEK ONE: GOD IS ALL IN

Question of the week: 
What’s your most prized or sentimental possession? Explain.

Share: 
Has anyone had a chance to take part in the Pathway to Life (initiate, invest, invite, and re-
invest) with someone this week? Describe your experience. 

Pray:
Before you get into reading and discussing God’s Word, take a moment to pray for those who 
had a chance to take part in the Pathway to Life, and for more opportunities to display and 
declare the gospel as a group.

Introduction:
ALL IN begins with a story of pursuit. Everyone likes a good pursuit. Just think about the highest 
grossing movies; virtually every one is marked by a great pursuit — the pursuit of freedom or 
justice, the pursuit of treasure or long lost secrets, or the pursuit of love and companionship. 
Throughout history the greatest stories have been marked by great pursuits, and so is ours. 

You and I are part of a timeless story centered on a great pursuit — God’s pursuit of us. For 
thousands of years the story has been playing itself out from the pages of Scripture to the 
deepest parts of our hearts. 

The story begins with God in relationship to His creation. As we begin this series together we 
will consider: 

• The nature of God
• Who we are to God and why God has chosen to pursue us
• How Christianity is different from other religions in how it calls us to respond to God

IN THE BEGINNING…

“In the beginning God created…” (Genesis 1:1). These are the opening words of Scripture. For 
six days God created, and at the close of every scene, God paused and proclaimed that 
everything He had made was good — everything, that is, except for man. Saving His best work 
for last, God created man, stepped back and proclaimed that it was very good (Genesis 1:27). 
As God’s prized possession, we were placed in a perfect garden in order to enjoy a perfect 
relationship with a perfect God. In His great love for us, everything was at our disposal and 
everything was placed under our care — everything but one, solitary tree.

- Read Genesis 3:1-10. How did we respond to God, and how did our relationship with 
God change as a result?
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Created to live in a perfect relationship with God, we chose instead to disregard God and live 
outside of His instructions. Consequently, our relationship with God was forever changed. 
Because God is a holy God, our sin forced a separation between God and man. The perfect 
relationship we once enjoyed with God was forever fractured. 

Scripture tells us that we all follow in the footsteps of Adam and Eve. Sin wasn’t just their 
problem, it is our problem too. Ecclesiastes 7:20 says, “There is not a righteous man on earth 
who does what is right and never sins.” We share in the guilt of the garden. With that in mind, 
God could have chosen to simply move on; but He didn’t. Instead, God began the greatest 
pursuit in history, working to call us back into a relationship with Himself. 

- What does Romans 5:6-8 tell us about the way God pursues us? What length was God 
willing to God to show us He is ALL IN for us?

Every major religion in the world offers a god or ideal that we must pursue in order to attain 
peace. Christianity is different. Christianity believes in a God who pursued us even in the midst 
of our sin. Instead of calling us to do or achieve something to earn the love of God the Bible 
simply calls us to respond to God’s pursuit. 

- How does Ephesians 2:8-10 ask us to respond to God’s pursuit? According to this 
passage who does the work, us or God? 

The story of Christianity is the story of God’s great pursuit, not ours. It is not a formula for what 
we must do to reach God; it is a story about God’s love reaching down to us. Lost in sin, God 
chose not to abandon His creation but to pursue it. Though He had every right to cast sinful 
humanity aside, it was God’s intense love that drove Him to send His only Son, Jesus Christ, in 
pursuit of us. 

Extend the Discussion:
Use the following questions to help you consider how to apply what you have learned. Discuss 
them with your group.

- Read the Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl (Matthew 13:44-46). What is 
the parable saying about God and about us?

- Did your answers about the two parables reflect you giving up something to get God, or 
God giving something up to get you?

- What is your reaction to learning that God was ALL IN, even to the point of death, for 
your redemption?
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- What does it mean to live a life of worship? What might that look like and how might that 
require us to live differently? How are our priorities affected? 

Close with Prayer
Take time to thank God for His reckless pursuit of you — giving beyond reason and beyond 
measure, even to the point of death — to restore you back to God. Pray for an attitude of 
thanksgiving and for the courage to be ALL IN for God’s glory.
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The mission of God is the story of how God in 
his sovereign love has purposed to bring the 
sinful world of his fallen creation to the 
redeemed world of his new creation. 
— Christopher Wright, The Mission of God’s People


