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DISCUSSION GUIDE 

 

Share a story about an awkward encounter with a neighbor 

 

“Once outsiders become insiders they close the gates and built trenches to keep outsiders out.” 

How have you experienced this?  

 

Stories are all around us. What kinds of stories are you drawn to? 

 

What are some things in the story of Acts 1-7 that set the stage for the context of chapter 8? 

 

 

I. Our Story Connects to God’s Story 

 

“Philip is living in the power of the resurrection.” Our stories are connected to God in the work of 

Jesus Christ.” 

What does it mean practically for you to “live in the power of the resurrection?” 

 

How do you balance the intake of the content about God’s story and the work of sharing God’s 

story? 

 

 

II. Our Story Connects to Others’ Stories 

 

Have you ever had an experience as straightforward as Philip’s experience with the Ethiopian 

eunuch, in which someone has asked you very directly to tell them about God’s story?    

 

“There is no impact without contact.” What does that statement mean for you? What is one place 

where you can “make contact?” 

 

 

III. Others’ stories connect to God’s Story (1 Peter 3:15) 

 

Meet people where they are spiritually. How do you think you can do this most effectively? 

 

(Look over the Pathway to Life). How does it help you in this process of sharing God’s story through 

your story? 

 

IV. Our Motivation: The Heart of the Father 

 

How would you best define “the heart of the Father?”  

 

 

For deeper study this week, reread Acts 8:26-38, and consider the following questions beyond the 

sermon notes: 

 

What else shines from these verses, impacts, draws attention? 

What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord? 

What are other points of personal application for your life from these verses? 


