
 

  



 



An Invitation to Pray 

  
Five years ago, Pathway Church established a partnership in the remote village of Orkarkar, 
Kenya. Since then, we have seen God’s hand moving in three distinct ways: 
1) A new school is growing beyond our wildest dreams. Many children are learning to read 
and write for the first time. 
2) We’re part of a flourishing church that now has its own pastor to oversee the spiritual 
growth and development of that area’s people.  
3) We’re seeing lasting relationships forming between the people of Orkarkar and Pathway 
Church. 
  
Over the past four years, more than 45 people from Pathway have spent time in Orkarkar 
helping to build wells, developing a community Hope Center with classrooms and housing for 
a pastor, and establishing a chapel for the local church to gather. Dave and Joy Mueller are 
the directors of Kenya Hope, the organization with whom Pathway partners. They’ve been 
missionaries in the Sudan and Papua, New Guinea, prior to leading Kenya Hope. They play 
many different roles, such as coordinating our travel and supplies, which helps our teams to 
engage in meaningful cross-cultural ministry. 
  
The Muellers work closely with the Maasai people in Orkarkar to determine the biggest needs 
and the most sustainable ways to address these needs to instill dignity in the people and 
equip community leaders. Pathway will continue to invest in the future of the remote village as 
we partner with Kenya Hope. Our prayer is to make Christ’s name become known throughout 
the region. 
  
As a church, we are called to participate in the mission of going and making disciples of all 
the nations (Matthew 28:19), whether we find ourselves in Africa or supporting the team from 
home. We do nothing without the Holy Spirit’s guidance through prayer for our teams — 
regardless of where they are sent in the world and what they find themselves doing. 
  
We invite you to pray daily for the 2019 Kenya team during this mission trip. It is our hope that 
this guide will make you aware of the needs of our brothers and sisters in Kenya, as well as 
highlight many of the projects and activities our Pathway team will be taking part in during its 
time in the community 7,700 miles from home. 
  
Thank you for joining us as we continue to share Christ throughout the world. 
  
Cory St. Esprit 
Outreach Coordinator 
Pathway Church 
  
  
 

 

  



 

  

  

  
2019 Kenya Team Members 

  
  

John Baumgardner 

Morris Book 

Cindy Cageao 

Ronald Cageao 

Jason Drake 

Robert Duncan 

Janet Liljestrand 

John Marx 

Jeff McNicol 

John Mine 

Michael Mine 

Joshua Van Derveer 

Rodney Wilson 



  

  
  

February 2-8 
  

  

 “ Prepare your work outside; get everything ready for yourself 

in the field, and after that build your house.”  — Proverbs 24:27 

  

  

Our team is making final preparations for the trip to Kenya. Two of 
the team members are on their way to spend the week loading 
supplies in Nairobi and transporting them to Orkarkar. This will help 
the full team hit the ground running upon arriving in Kenya the 
following week. 

  

Team members are packing their belongings, including the many 
supplies they’ll need to help make the upcoming     projects 
possible. Each team member has been issued a bag for personal 
belongings and another bag strictly for tools, supplies, and more.  

  

Ways to pray: 
•  Praise God for the specific team He has brought together — each 
with unique skills they will bring to the work we are doing. 

•  Pray for low-stress as the team ties up loose ends at work, school, 
and home prior to leaving for two weeks. 

•  Pray for those already on the ground in Kenya as they   prepare 
for our team to come. This includes our team    members arriving 
early, the Mueller family, and the Kenyans awaiting our arrival.  



 

  

  
  

Saturday & Sunday, February 9/10 
  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 

I am with you always, to the end of the age.” — Matthew 28:18-20  

  

Today, the rest of our team will say goodbye to their families and friends for the 
important task of bringing the Gospel to Kenya by meeting spiritual and physical 
needs. However, two full days of travel can take a toll on people, especially with 
the excitement of the adventures to come! Team members will travel from 
Pittsburgh to Boston to Amsterdam and onto Nairobi, where they’ll spend the 
night before continuing on a van ride into rural southern Kenya. 

  

While traveling, it’s a great opportunity to prepare mentally and relationally for 
the trip. We will be growing closer together as a team. Many have been to 
Kenya before, while others have not. Some have done short-term work in other 
nations around the world, but others have not. 

  

Team members must get through multiple airports, countries, and then land in 
the airport of a developing nation, which often can lead to delays and lost 
luggage. God willing, all the luggage will land in Nairobi. 

  

Ways to pray: 

• Praise God for a church and a team willing to do ministry in hard places and 
invest around the world. 

• Pray for the safety of our team as we enter into Kenya and prepare for the next 
leg of our travels. 

• Pray for rest. At this point, we are in an eight-hour time difference from home, 
excitement is high, and more travel is in our future. It’s imperative to rest and 
prepare for the construction, medical, relational, and other projects we have 
ahead of us. 



 

  

  

Monday, February 11 

  

Construction Teams 

  

“Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may 

take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the Lord”. — Haggai 1:8 
  

Throughout the week in Orkarkar, most of the team members will work 
alongside the Kenyans in various construction projects. This year, the team 
will construct housing for the new pastor of the church in Orkarkar, who is 
now living in the village with his family. This house will provide a great place 
for the family to grow the church. The team also will build additional toilet 
facilities in the     village and water catchment. In remote areas of Africa, the 
ability to both capture and store clean water can be a necessity. 

  

For months, the team has been coming up with contingency plans for every 
project and making sure there will be enough supplies. We prefer to 
purchase most of the supplies in Kenya to spur the  local economy and 
decrease the items to transport by plane. 

  

  

Ways to Pray: 

• Praise God for our team members’ skills and their willingness to use them 
to advance ministry in foreign lands. 

• Pray for the hands of the workers, who may need to learn new skills on the 
trip. In rural Africa, you’re often asked to take part in a project you didn’t 
have on your radar. Additionally, pray for safety of team members, as 
they’ll be on ladders, in the heat, carrying supplies, and using power tools. 

• Pray for the gathering of the materials, supplies, and tools needed to 
complete these projects. It is challenging to find any “missed items” on our 
supplies list. 



 

  

  

  
Tuesday, February 12 

  

Medical Clinics 
  

“Those who are well have no need  

of a physician, but those who are sick.” — Matthew 9:12 

  

We are blessed to have multiple medical professionals on our team. Orkarkar is 
a remote community about six hours southwest of the capital city of Nairobi, 
near the Tanzania border. In developing     nations, it is not uncommon to see 
many cases of malnourishment, and complications arise from something as 
simple as a common cold. That’s because the people do not have adequate 
access to medical care and for many, the Pathway Church medical clinic may 
be their only exposure to modern medicine during the year. The team also is 
bringing eyeglasses to outfit those having trouble with their eyesight. 

  

Our team of doctors and nurses have been busy planning the medical supplies 
they’ll need as they engage in wellness check-ups with the residents of 
Orkarkar. Our supplies have been coordinated both through the generous 
donations of the Pathway Church congregation and through Blessings 
International’s “Medicines For Missions” program. 

   

Ways to Pray: 

• Praise for the trained professionals in the Pathway Church family and their 
willingness to use their skills in developing nations. This year’s medical clinic 
includes a licensed physician and a physician’s assistant. 

• Prayers for the healing of the people of Orkarkar, from the physical and 
spiritual maladies of life in rural Africa. 

• Prayers for the medical professionals as they may deal with some complicated 
issues.  

  



 

  

  

  
Wednesday, February 13 

  

School Partnership 

  

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” — Mark 10:14 
  

Over the past five years, the school in Orkarkar has grown beyond our 
expectations. This has been a good “problem,” as we’ve     continually added 
classrooms to accommodate new children. Students are now learning to read, 
write, and perform basic arithmetic — all skills that can lead to higher education, 
employment, and more. 

  

Our team also will lead Bible classes in the schools. Children will have a chance 
to learn more about God’s love for them through active and engaging lessons.  

  

Additionally, the children will take part in hygiene education. Using hygiene kits 
they receive during the medical clinic, they’ll learn the importance of proper hand 
washing, cleaning, and more. The goal is to provide solutions to small issues 
before they become larger problems. 

  

We often take for granted the availability to turn on a tap, grab some soap, and 
clean our hands before we eat, but food-borne   illness kills millions of people 
around the world each year. By providing simple education, many lives can be 
saved. 

  

Ways to Pray: 

• Praise God for children and their future. 

• Pray for the leaders of the hygiene clinics and other classroom projects as they 
seek to overcome barriers to present a fun, engaging, and biblically-sound 
curriculum. 



 

  

  
Friday, February 14 

  
Hygiene Kits 

  

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 

to God, which is your spiritual worship.” — Romans 12:1 

  

Throughout the past month, many Pathway attenders have donated 
washcloths, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, eyeglasses and more. 
Even throughout the year, supplies trickle in that are safely       
packaged and stored away to await the trip. These supplies have 
been organized into hygiene kits that will be distributed to the   
community elders and church leaders, who will then hand them out 
to their neighbors. 

  

These items may seem small, but when you’re hours from a store 
over bumpy dirt roads, it is not easy to obtain them. Something like 
a toothache can quickly grow into a larger medical issue if left      
untreated. Improper hygiene, especially in the preparation of food, 
can lead to the spread of disease. What a blessing it is to meet the 
needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ over 7,000 miles away! 

  

Ways to Pray: 

• Praise God for a church willing to be engaged in a ministry they 
may never actually visit. 

• Pray for the church elders and community leaders to get these  
hygiene kits to the right families. 

• Pray for the cleansing power of not only the items in these kits, but 
the ultimate cleansing power of grace to wash our sins clean. 

  



 

  

  
Friday, February 15 

  
Men’s and Women’s Bible Study 

  
“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 

could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples 

and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 

in white robes, with palm branches in their hands.” — Revelation 7:9 
  
In the midst of construction projects, medical clinics, and teaching the   children, 
we must not forget that the goal of our long-term partnership in Kenya is more 
than these events. While they are good and needed, we are called to profess the 
love of and salvation found through Jesus Christ to people of every tribe and 
tongue.  
  
Each day, following our lunch break, the men from our team will gather with the 
men in Orkarkar, while the women of our team gather with the women, and we 
will dive into the Word of God. Bible studies in a foreign land can be challenging, 
as the team will rely on translators to take their words, translate them into the 
native Maasai language, and translate the Kenyans’ responses back to the 
team. Our conversations often take twice the normal amount of time. However, 
these challenges do not discourage us. 
  
These Bible studies not only build relationships between the Maasai people and 
the Pathway Church team, they also provide opportunities for spiritual growth for 
all. Any time we open the Word of God, He can speak to us through it. 
  
Ways to Pray: 

• Praise God for His Word being true across the world — no matter the   culture 
or the language. 

• Pray for the team members leading the Bible studies, as they seek to dive deep 
into the Word and share the Gospel with the Kenyan people. 

• Pray for the community members who will take part in the Bible study. We pray 
that they would grow in their faith, not be afraid to ask questions, and engage 
with the material. 

                



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  
  

Saturday, February 16 
  

“Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!  

This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 

I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you,  

and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’ So I prophesied as I was commanded.  

And as I was prophesying, there was a noise; a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 

I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.” 

  

Ezekiel 37:4-8 

  

  

 In the popular Christian song by Lauren Daigle, it claims, “We call out to dry bones — come 
alive! We call out to dead hearts — come alive. Up out of the ashes, let us see an army rise 
as we call out to dry bones to come alive.”   Coming from the verses above in Ezekiel, we 
see God has spoken to the   prophet Ezekiel that He has the power to bring dry bones and 
dead hearts back to life. 

  

What a beautiful picture of the Gospel. As the team has spent the past week in the Rift 
Valley of southern Kenya, they have been a part of the large vision of the Gospel to reach all 
corners of the globe — both in our home communities and around the world. In 2 
Corinthians 5:17 it says, “If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. The old has gone; 
the new has come.” As a church, whether we find ourselves in Kenya or not, we are a part of 
the larger mission of God breathing breath back into souls that were once dead but can 
become alive in Him once again. What a radical and wild call — to participate in the 
spreading of the message of redemption to all corners of our globe. 

  

Ways to pray: 

• Praise God for His desire to use His people to spread the Gospel around the world, even in 
the tough places. 

• Pray for relationship building. At this point, we’ve begun to build and rekindle relationships 
with the Orkarkar residents, which can be more difficult to grow given the cultural and 
language barriers. 

• Pray for Pathway Church, whether at home or abroad, to be a church willing to do ministry 
in hard places — whether Africa, Beaver Falls, or in our own  families and our own hearts. 

  



 

  

  

  
Sunday, February 17 

  

“For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members 

of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.” — 1 Corinthians 12:12 

  

Today is the day that our team attends a worship service in Orkarkar and then 
begins traveling home. The team has worked hard this week to not only 
complete the assigned projects, but continue to build lasting relationships 
through the name of      Pathway Church. In all we do, our goal has been to 
share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
  
It’s an amazing picture of the worldwide movement of the Gospel to hear 
songs that you know and love in a different language. It’s a reminder that, 
regardless of background and culture, our God is the same now and forever. 
He spans the world, He spans time, and He spans every other barrier that may 
be present to sharing Him. We are asked to “Go,” told to “Follow me,” and, 
through that, the Gospel has been moved around the world. As we gather for 
church on this Sunday, millions around the world also will gather for church — 
whether in houses, in open-air huts, or in multimillion-dollar buildings. The 
message is the same — Christ came to sacrifice His life so that we could 
spend eternity in    Heaven with God. The praises to our Heavenly Father may 
sound different, but the message of praise and prayer is the same. 
  
Ways to pray: 

• Praise God for a growing church in Orkarkar — for the hearts that have been 
changed and the redemption that has begun in this community. 

• Pray for Pastor Eric and his family, who have taken on the task of moving to 
and pastoring the Maasai church in Orkarkar — not a small undertaking but 
one that they feel called to do. 

• Pray that many unbelievers will come to faith in Christ as they see our love for 
one another. 
 



 

  

  

  
Monday, February 18 

  

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” — Proverbs 27:17 

  

Today, the team begins traveling back to Nairobi. Leaving Orkarkar the previous 
day, they spent the evening at a game reserve to enjoy the sights and sounds of 
Africa and connect with each other after a long week of serving. 

  

It’s encouraging to know that, even though our team has begun      traveling 
home, the work of Pathway Church in Orkarkar, Kenya,    continues. This is not 
a one-time trip, but a long-term commitment. Long after the development work in 
Orkarkar is done, Pathway Church will continue to invest in God’s work of 
building and growing the church through the sharing of the Gospel to every 
corner of this valley. 

  

It’s a joy to know this work is not fully dependent on Pathway Church, but that 
the young church is growing leaders into maturity, teachers are advancing in 
their knowledge and techniques to educate young minds, and ultimately, Christ 
will continue to reign as He relentlessly pursues all of us. 

  

While Pathway plays a significant role in the story of Orkarkar, it’s vital that local 
leaders drive the charge to further the development of their community, their 
churches, and their families. 

  

 Ways to pray: 

• Praise God for providing Kenyan leaders to advance this work throughout the 
year. 

• Pray that the staff of Kenya Hope would grow in godliness and    leadership in 
order that they can honor the Lord through their             influence. 

• Ask God to show Kenya Hope leaders a clear vision for ministry and that He 
would provide the resources to carry it out. 



 

  

  

  
Tuesday and Wednesday, February 19/20 

  
“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 

not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 

one another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  — Hebrews 10:24-25 

  

On Tuesday, the team flies out of Nairobi, back through Amsterdam and Boston, 
finally landing in Pittsburgh at 5:08 pm on Wednesday, February 21, 2019. The 
team will come back with photos, stories,    souvenirs, and more. It’s a tiring journey 
as, at least in the short term, the “work is done” and the excitement that built up for 
months is now over. The team will return, unpack, and head back to the relatively   
normal routine of everyday life. However, let us pray this won’t be the whole case. 
  
This was the challenge posed: “Once you see something, you’re       responsible for 
it.” Not that the team is solely responsible for ensuring that the Orkarkar church and 
community thrive — only God can do that — but they’re responsible for sharing the 
message of what they saw, felt, and experienced during their time in rural Africa.  
  
As they tell stories about their experience, they must realize that they didn’t just go 
and complete projects, but they spent time with real          people, with real lives, 
who experience real emotions. These people are not only deserving of our love, but 
also the unconditional love that the Savior has lavished upon us. 
  
To God be the glory. 
  
Ways to pray: 

• Praise God for the way His Church partners around the world, working together for 
spiritual, physical, and emotional reconciliation. 

• Pray for the ongoing partnership between Pathway Church and Orkarkar, Kenya, 
that we may continue to see local leaders mature, believers grow in their faith, 
and hurting people healed. 

• Pray for the future teams of Pathway Church that find themselves in Kenya, the 
Dominican Republic, Panama, Beaver Falls, and Chippewa. That we, as a 
church, would have hearts to serve in tough places where God calls us to step 
out in faith, that we would ultimately trust that God is good, and that He has a 
plan for redemption. 

  



 


