
Propellers                                                    Pastor Jason Martin!
“Lasting Impressions” — 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28         March 12-13      !!
Question of the week: Describe a memorable moment that occurred at least 10 
years ago — serious or silly — that still brings a smile to your face.!!
Pathway to Life: Has anyone had an opportunity to engage in a spiritual 
conversation with an unbeliever, or share your faith this week? Describe what 
happened? !
Prayer: Ask God to help you view your days with an eternal perspective, rather 
than short-term comfort or gain (2 Corinthians 4:18). !
Introduction: Quick. Easy. Convenient. Almost everything in our world today 
offers the same promise — more, better, faster. If you’re not happy in your 
current circumstances, change them. If the latest techno gadget you purchased 
is obsolete a year from now, just buy a new one. In fact, today’s culture often 
frowns upon staying the course, or fixing our eyes on what we know to be true in 
the long term. Yet that’s exactly what Paul is urging the Thessalonians to do in 
the closing verses of 1 Thessalonians 5. Think about a friend, a teacher, or a 
coach who has made a lasting impression on you. Was it someone who quickly 
moved in and out of your life? Or was it someone who took a long view, listened 
on purpose, and was surrendered to their calling? Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28 
together and consider the following questions on how we can make a lasting 
impression individually — and as a church body.!!
Revisit the Sermon:!!
1. Take the Long View (16-18)!!
— In Verse 16, Paul tells the Thessalonians to “rejoice always.” Just turn on the 
evening news and you hear stories of shootings, wars, layoffs, illnesses and 
political turmoil. Is it really possible to “rejoice always” in 2016?!!
— If someone were to ask you to explain the difference between joy and 
happiness, what would you say?!!
— In Verse 17, Paul encourages the church to “pray without ceasing.” However, 
he does not mean we bow our heads or close our eyes throughout the day. 



Share some ways you can communicate with God even in the midst of your 
workday or commute.!!
— During his sermon, Pastor Jason confessed that he’s never even considered 
praying before enjoying a cup of coffee. What are some other things we might do 
without prayer or gratefulness during the day? How can we be more intentional 
about changing that?!!
— We don’t give thanks FOR everything, but IN everything (Verse 18). How are 
they different?!!!
2) Listen on Purpose (19-22)!!
— Paul’s “do not quench the spirit” command is based on the image of the Holy 
Spirit as a fire or flame. We all know that a flame can be extinguished when it is 
left unattended, so how do we create a welcoming environment for the Spirit to 
burn brightly?!!
— Pastor Jason said a church that listens to the Spirit and follows the Spirit is a 
church that will leave a lasting impression. Offer one way you might be listening 
to the Spirit — and how the church as a whole is listening.!!!
3) Surrender to a Calling (23-24) !!
— Walk into the women’s department of any store and you’re likely to see 
hundreds of dresses for daily wear. But a wedding dress is created for a special, 
glorious purpose. God is calling us to the same — to become sanctified 
COMPLETELY, or set apart for a glorious purpose. How does Paul’s message to 
the Thessalonians suggest this occurs in Verses 23-24?!!
4) Kiss Their Neighbors (25-28)!!
— A “holy kiss” symbolizes a rich family life and the fellowship of God’s people. 
How might a church that relates lovingly be looked upon by the world today?!!
— What kind of lasting impression do you hope your family leaves? How about 
our church?!!



Conclusion: The gospel of Jesus Christ changes everything, so it’s no accident 
that Paul begins and ends his letter with the word Grace. We can only be a 
community of people who leave a lasting impression through the power of the 
Holy Spirit — and God’s amazing grace in our lives.!!
Pray for God to reveal His true calling for your life no matter your current 
assignment, and that you can carry it out with great joy no matter your 
circumstances.!


