
Propellers 
“Ready or Not” 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11   

February 27/28 
from Pastor Jeff McNicol

Question of the week: Describe a funny time you surprised someone, or a time you were surprised.  

Pathway to Life: Has anyone had an opportunity to engage in a spiritual conversation with an unbeliever, or 
share your faith this week? Describe what happened. 

Prayer: Ask God to transform you by the renewing of your minds in this time (Romans 12:2). 

Introduction: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Christian whose faith and prolific teaching and writing was largely spurred 
on by the horrific torment of Nazi Germany during World War II, once suggested that the goal of the devil isn’t 
to pit the Christian squarely against God, but to cause him to forget who God is. Bonhoeffer was aware that 
forgetting the character of God, our identity, and mission would cause us to drift from our God-given calling.  

Similarly, the apostle Paul recognizes that the young Thessalonian church has begun to mistake her chief 
priorities, so he gently corrects them in order that it doesn’t lead to their demise. Instead of focusing on the 
mission of God — to be and make disciples of Jesus by radically reorienting their lives around loving God and 
others — they are preoccupied with answers to questions that are not meant for them. Paul exhorts them to 
get back on track by calling out their error and reminding them of their identity and mission. Read 1 
Thessalonians 5:1-11 together and consider the following questions about how we can honor God by staying 
the course. 

Revisit the Sermon:  
1. Be alert (1-3)  
- In the first three verses we see that the Thessalonians weren’t distracted by inherently evil things, they were 

distracted by the wrong things. With what do these verses suggested they were preoccupied? 
- Why do you think people are so tempted to know “dates and times”? Why is knowing those answers not 

useful for us? How might it distract us from the real mission? 
- What are the things that can derail you from living into the mission of God? 

2. Live equipped (4-8) 
- What does Paul remind the church about their identity and mission?  

- When we misplace our identity we will misplace our mission. What competes with God for your identity? 

3. Have hope (9-11) 
- Yes, God saves us into a personal relationship; but He also saves us into a family, the church, because the 

life of faith is not meant to go it alone. Community was essential for the early church just as community is 
essential for us today. What does v.11 suggest is our responsibility to one another in the faith? How do we 
accomplish that? 

Conclusion: Through Jesus, God saves us into a relationship, a family, and a mission. If our identity 
begins with anything but Jesus we are sure to drift from God’s purpose for our lives. 

Pray for God to show you the things that distract you from Him, and that you can be the type of Christian 
community that points one another back to Christ. 

Identity (v.5)

Mission (v.6-8)


