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Opening Up 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is a challenge you’re facing? Is there some way our group can help? 

Gospel Reverberation 

• With whom did you share what you learned from the sermon or Small Group last week? 

Introduction 

In the beginning, everything God created was good (Genesis 1). People, God’s image bearers, were 
made to be in harmony with God and to demonstrate and declare His glory throughout the earth 
(Genesis 1-2). But sin warped and twisted everything. Since the Fall (Genesis 3) there as been a 
competition for the hearts and minds of people. The way of the world leads to death — the ultimate 
and just consequence of sin. Whereas the way of God, through the cross of Jesus Christ, leads to 
new life. In Paul’s letter to the Colossians he urges the young church to avoid the lesser powers in 
this world that rob us of our superior power in Christ. 

Pause and pray. God, thank you for your generous love towards us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. We confess that there are plenty of moments each day when we are tempted to 
trust in created things, traditions, superstitions, or our own abilities more than we trust in you. Use 
your Word to teach, rebuke, correct, and train us, so that we might live our lives in such a way that 
honors you, Lord. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

Bible Discovery 

Read this week’s passage out loud and discuss what the Bible says, what it means, and what it means 
for you and your group. 
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1. What is one thing you learned or took away from the sermon this week? 

2. In v. 8 we get the first real glimpse of heresy being taught to the Colossians. What do we learn 
about it? 

3. What are some of the prominent messages of this world that are counter to the gospel? 

4. How would Paul’s two comments about fullness in Christ (vv.9-10) protect the Colossians from 
those deceptive ideas? 

5. In verses 11 - 15 Paul describes some of what “fulness in Christ” includes. Which of our basic 
needs did Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection meet? 

6. In Colossians 2:13-15 Paul balances Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection by specifying three 
things God accomplished in Christ:  

• Dead in your sins, God made you alive in Christ (v.13) 

• The written code that was against us, he cancelled it (v.14) 

• Having stripped and disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of 
them (v.15) 

Is there sin in your life that you are having trouble overcoming? How can you access the 
power of Christ revealed in verses 13-15? 

7. What does it mean to find your identity in Christ? What things in your life are competing with 
Christ for your primary identity?  
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Putting It All Together 

While we once were dead, we have been made alive together with Christ through the power of His 
death and resurrection. We are reminded by the apostle Paul to see to it that no one takes us 
captive with lies that are counter to the gospel, thereby trying to rob us of the power of Christ in us. 
In order to do that we must fix our lives on Jesus who reigns supreme!  

Bible commentator David Garland says this of Paul’s description of Jesus’ triumph in Colossians 2:15: 

This image captures what Paul calls the secret wisdom of the crucifixion (1 Cor. 2:6-8). Jesus’ 
captors dragged him through the city, stripped him naked, held him up to contempt, and 
nailed the charges against him to hiss cross; but all along God was doing it to them. God 
made them a public example by showing how utterly impotent they were before this divine 
demonstration of love and forgiveness and how utterly helpless they were to deter the divine 
power that raises the dead. 

“But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap 
leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 3:22-23


