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Colossians 1:15-23

Opening Up 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is a challenge you’re facing? Is there some way our group can help? 

Gospel Reverberation 

• With whom did you share what you learned from the sermon or Small Group last week? 

Introduction 

In his book, The Knowledge of the Holy, A.W. Tozer suggests,  

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.”  

What a profound thought! Because what we think about God will affect our attitude, actions, words, 
and relationships. In fact, “what comes into our minds when we think about God” has the power to 
influence every dimension of our lives. The apostle Paul surely knew this when he wrote to the 
Colossians.  

As you prepare to engage Paul’s letter to the Colossians with your small group, consider who or what 
has influenced what you think about God. What sources have shaped your perspective? Who or what 
have you given the authoritative voice to guide your thoughts of God?  

Pause and pray. Gracious God, we thank you for revealing yourself to us through your Word in order 
that we might know your character and your will. We confess that, at times, we allow other sources 
to influence our thoughts about you instead of trusting your Word. Please forgive us for our short-
comings and for our lack of faith in you. And please use your Word, the Bible, to teach us, rebuke us, 
correct us and train us so that we might bring you glory. Help us to know you more clearly through 
our study of the Word and amongst this community today. Amen. 
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Bible Discovery 

Read this week’s passage out loud and discuss what the Bible says, what it means, and what it means 
for you and your group. 

1. What is one thing you learned or took away from the sermon this week? 

2. One of the most special and important features of the Bible is that it helps us understand the 
nature of God. Work together with your small group to make a list of at least 10 characteristics of 
Jesus as Paul describes him in Colossians 1:15-20: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

3. What do you think Paul is trying to accomplish by going such lengths to describe the nature of 
Jesus in verses 15-20?  

4. Are there any characteristics of Jesus that Paul mentions in these verses that are new to your 
understanding? Which of these attributes of Jesus stand out to you most? Why? 
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5. What does Paul tell the Colossians about themselves in v. 21? Is what he says unique to the 
church in Colossae? (Read Romans 3:10 & 23 to help you answer.) 

6. What does it mean to be “alienated” from God? 

7. Gospel literally means “good news of victory.” What is the good news of victory in vv. 21-22? 
What implications does that have on your life? 

8. In v.23 Paul encourages his readers “…continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting 
from the hope of the gospel that you heard…” What sort of things in your life are competing 
with your devotion to God? In who or what are you tempted to trust instead of God? How can 
you combat that temptation? 

Putting It All Together 

Bible scholar, David Garland says in his commentary on Colossians of 1:15-23:  

In Christ we see who God is—Creator and Redeemer; what God is like—a God of mercy and 
love; and what God does—one who sends his Son to rescue people from the dominion of 
darkness and brings about the reconciliation of all creation through His death on a cross. 

Thus, Paul’s rich description of Jesus should assure believers of the sufficiency of Christ. And like 
Paul, it should cause us to burst forth with thanksgiving and praise, while living our lives to glorify the 
One who redeemed us with His own blood and brought us from death to life.  

There are many things in this world vying for our allegiance, competing for our affections, 
contending for our hearts. But only one can satisfy—the One who reigns supreme over all creation, 
Jesus Christ. To trust Him, and continue trusting Him, is to experience true life. 


