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Introduction to Colossians 
The temptation to trust in the wrong things is strong. The wrong things include material goods, 
friends’ opinions, human philosophies, political parties, even gourmet food. We trust these things 
because we are insecure and are looking for the security that everyone claims their ideas and 
products have.  

The book of Colossians is about trusting in the right things. Or, to be more exact, about trusting in 
the right person, Jesus Christ. No different than us, the Colossians were trusting in the wrong things, 
and the way to be Christian was to trust in Jesus Christ. This isn’t an easy message for us to hear and 
put into practice, any more than it was for the Colossians. When times got tough, it was hard to hang 
on to the hope offered in Jesus Christ. It was easier to abandon faith and go back to the old ways. 

We live in a culture that has plenty to offer, a culture that is so rich in material goods that it is 
tempting to buy the advertising pitch with which these false hopes are sold — secure your health 
with our medicine, secure your finances with our insurance, secure your future with our financial plan. 
By themselves none of these “securities” is bad. But they become bad when they are elevated to 
ultimate status. Ultimately they are not adequate. Medicines can’t cure all diseases, insurances don’t 
cover all disasters, financial plans don’t help heartaches brought by disaster, and religion without 
submission to Jesus Christ turns into self-help theology.  

We have made simple creaturely comforts into gods that control our lives. We try to appease the 
insecurities brought on by our excessive individualism, and we appeal to these self-created 
elemental powers for security. They don’t deliver, of course. Only Jesus Christ can do that. That is 
the message of Colossians. The hope of this study over the next several weeks is to deepen our faith 
in God in all circumstances, turning from idols and to Jesus.  

Pause and pray. Holy Father, Thank you for your Word, the truth, the gospel. We admit that it is easy 
to take our eyes off of Jesus and look to the things of this world to bring us hope, peace, rest, 
pleasure, and satisfaction. Please forgive us and give us the courage to turn away from these false 
gods and back to your righteous Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Help us to know you more and to be 
transformed by our study in Colossians. Amen.  
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Opening Up 

• What are you thankful for this week? 

• What is a challenge you’re facing? Is there some way our group can help? 

Gospel Reverberation 

• With whom did you share what you learned from the sermon or Small Group last week? 

Bible Discovery 

Read this week’s passage out loud and discuss what the Bible says, what it means , and what it 
means for you and your group. 

1. What is one thing you learned or took away from the sermon this week? 

2. The beginning of the apostle Paul’s letter to the Colossians is a great reminder of the legacy of 
the gospel, that is, the good news should never end with us, but keep moving forward. For 
instance, Paul is writing on behalf of he and his disciple Timothy. In v.7 they reference “Epaphras, 
our dear fellow servant,” who is largely responsible for spreading the gospel in Colossae. That 
said:  

• Who are 1-2 of the people that have influenced your faith? Describe how they did so. 

• Can you name two people whom God may have put in your life for the purpose of sharing 
your faith with them? 

3. The good news of salvation is that through Christ, God invites us to “come as you are.” But God 
loves us far to much to allow us to stay there. He also invites us to be transformed (Rom. 12:1-2). 
Is your faith growing in this season of life? How so? 
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4. On a scale of 1-10 how confident are you confident that you could help lead an unbeliever into a 
new relationship with Jesus?  

5. In the past, what has kept you from regularly sharing and applying the gospel with people more 
often? 

Fear  /  Clarity  /  Pride  /  Unbelief  /  Apathy 

Too busy  /  Might damage relationship  /  Disobedience 

6. How would you encourage someone to boldly and faithfully share their faith in Christ who had 
the same, or similar, struggle to witness as you? 

Putting It All Together 

A wise man/woman knows that you can’t give away what you don’t have. So when it comes to 
sharing the gospel it’s important to remember that investing in your own relationship with God is one 
of the best ways to prepare to share your faith. The more you spend time in the Word, think about 
how the gospel affects your life, and pray for opportunities to be transformed and share the gospel, 
the more opportunities will present themselves.  

Acts 1:8 says, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” To “witness” 
is simply to give an account of what you’ve seen or experienced. In Acts 2 we see the Spirit come on 
God’s people, the church and move in such a mighty way that even 2,000 years later we are an 
extension of that work!  

Trust God. Pray that He would work in and through you. And be prepared for the Holy Spirit to 
empower you to participate in something spectacular! 


