
WEEK FOUR: ALL IN TOGETHER

Question of the week: 
When were you were a part of a group that did something remarkable?

Share: 
Has anyone had a chance to take part in the Pathway to Life (initiate, invest, invite, and re-
invest) with someone this week? Describe your experience. 

Pray:
Before you get into reading and discussing God’s Word, take a moment to pray for those who 
had a chance to take part in the Pathway to Life, and for more opportunities to display and 
declare the gospel as a group.

Introduction:
It’s true, Jesus saves us into a personal relationship with God; but it’s also important to 
remember that He saved us into a community — the church. Church isn’t a building or an event, 
it’s people! To be specific, the church is a body of redeemed people on mission with God. The 
way the church acts toward each other and nonmembers is meant to display God’s character to 
the world. 

Read what the Bible says about the early church in Acts 2:42-47

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings 
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

- In reading the passage above, how do you know that the early church is ALL IN for God?
Each other? Nonmembers?

- In what ways are you, your church, or your Small Group modeling this example of church 
community?

- In what ways do you have room to grow?



Can you imagine the buzz around this distinct community in the first century that were sharing 
meals, selling their possessions, and worshiping Jesus?! Luke describes the impact this 
community had on the everyday lives of observers as “having favor with all people. And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”  Favor with others is 1

something the Lord is said to provide. The world should be different because of the presence of 
the church. This is what we hope to accomplish through the ALL IN ministry expansion before us 
at Pathway. 

The ALL IN initiative at Pathway is exciting, but at the core of the ministry expansion project are 
problems. Problems of desperation. Problems of space. And, ultimately, problems of people with 
real physical and spiritual needs. For us to be ALL IN and address the urgent needs before us 
as a church, it means we have to be ALL IN on a personal level.

Extend the Discussion:

In the midst of his second letter to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul commends the 
churches who have sacrificed to help spread the gospel. Paul uses the example of the 
Macedonians’ remarkably generous response of giving despite their own hardships with 
persecution and severe poverty to motivate the Corinthians who had a great capacity to give.2

- What does it mean to sacrifice something? What is the purpose of sacrificing and what is 
involved?

In the Old Testament, sacrifices were a common part of day-to-day life for God’s people. In case 
you’re not familiar, something living —birds, lambs, goats, cattle, etc.— literally had to be put to 
death, their blood was poured out on the sacrificial altar in order to pay a price for something 
else. Although the sacrificial system may seem unfamiliar and archaic in our culture, those 
sacrifices led to the greatest sacrifice in human history, the cross of Jesus Christ. 

Thanks to Jesus no more blood has to be poured out. But the New Testament does suggest that 
our lives are to be poured out like a sacrifice.3

- As Christ followers what does it mean to give sacrificially? Have you ever seen someone 
model this? How so? When, if ever, is it worthwhile to “give until it hurts”?

- Is there joy in sacrifice? How so?

 Acts 2:471

 2 Corinthians 8:1-22

 Philippians 2:17; 2 Timothy 4:63



- Who should benefit when the church sacrifices?

Paul goes on to say that the Macedonians not only gave as much as they were able, but even 
beyond their ability, and not because they were asked to, but because they gave themselves 
first to the Lord.  The Macedonian church was able to give freely because they had their eyes 4

fixed on Christ, not themselves. With that in mind, Paul urges the church in Corinth:

But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving. 

I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it 
with the earnestness of others. (vv.7-8)

Acknowledging that the Corinthians excelled in other graces, Paul encouraged them to excel 
also in the grace of giving financial gifts to help further the mission of the church. This urging is 
not a command to obey — generosity cannot be elicited in a command — rather he is using the 
opportunity to spur them on to show the authenticity of their love for others, and ultimately for 
the advancement of the gospel.

- To what end, or purpose, is Paul encouraging the church in Corinth to give financially?

- Think of the Pathway stories you have heard or the experiences you have had and 
consider: What has the church done in the past through giving generously to glorify God 
and see life transformation in our community and around the world that no individual could 
do alone?

- How could Pathway’s generosity through the ALL IN initiative address brokenness and 
spread the name of Jesus in our community and around the world in ways that no 
individual could do alone?

 2 Corinthians 8:3-54



- As a church we long to be ALL IN for the glory of God in our personal lives, in our families, 
in our community, and around the world. In light of the church-wide ALL IN initiative, what 
does it mean for you personally to give sacrificially for the sake of being ALL IN for the 
glory of God and the advancement of ministry through Pathway?

Close with Prayer

Pray together that God would give you clarity and discernment for what it means to be ALL IN. 
Pray for the future of Pathway Church, that God would use its ministry and resources to reach 
lives all over the region and the world for generations to come with the gospel of Jesus.

In the coming week you will have an opportunity to 
submit a Commitment Card stating your financial 
commitment to the church’s ALL IN ministry initiative. 

Please prayerfully consider what God might have for you 
in this whole-church effort and submit the card with your 
financial commitment. 

Let’s rise up together as selfless followers of God, 
and let’s live—and die—as though we believe our 
highest praise is His global praise. 
— David Platt, from Radical Together


