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In light of talking favorites, before you begin the Small Group study, take a moment for each person in 
your group to share one of your favorite summer memories.

1. Favoritism shrinks our faith.

• What does it mean that “favoritism reveals our allegiance to something or someone”? 

• James uses the example of showing favoritism to the rich over the poor (vv.2-5). Why would people in the 
first century church have been tempted to show partiality toward the wealthy? 

• How might showing favoritism to one group of people over another be selfishly motivated? What does 
trusting in man to provide for our needs and desires do to our faith in God? Why?

2. Favoritism elevates our pride

• Do you believe all people matter to God equally? Why or why not?

• Pastor Jeff said earlier in the sermon series that “Jesus Christ is the great equalizer, he humbles the rich 
and exalts the poor.” What are we doing when we determine that some people are more valuable than 
others? 

• What are ways we might be tempted to show favoritism, or create division between people, in 2015? (socio-
economic, race/ethnicity, social class, political, etc.). Think about ways we do this in our world, in our 
country, and even in our neighborhoods. 

3. Favoritism clouds are judgment

• Favoritism clouds are judgment because it means we’ve taken our eyes off of Jesus Christ and focused on 
worldly things. To avoid clouded judgment James urges his readers to “hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory” (v.1). What are practical ways to “hold faith in Jesus”? How will this effect our 
relationship with other people? 

• Who does Christ invite to sit at his table? How can our knowledge of this influence the way we live?

� What else shines from these verses, impacts, draws attention?

� What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord?

� What are other points of personal application for your life from these verses?

Boundaries are not inherently bad. God gave Adam and Eve boundaries in the garden when he said: “You 
must surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, you shall not 
eat…” (Genesis 2:16-17). But boundaries become bad when we create divisions between people that are 
advantageous for some and oppressive to others. James calls this “partiality,” 
or what we commonly know as favoritism. 

Below are three destructive aspects of favoritism that James alludes to in James 2:1-7. As you interact 
with the corresponding questions, pray that God would illuminate when, where, or how you 
might be tempted to show favoritism and ask God to transform you. 


