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DISCUSSION GUIDE 

 

Paradox is defined as a seemingly absurd or self-contradictory statement or proposition that when 

investigated or explained may prove to be well founded or true. 

What are some paradoxes you have observed in your life or in life in general? 

 

The work of joyful obedience is… 

 

1. A continued and completed (vv. 12-13) 

 

What are some of the differences when we only apply the Bible individually, and when he apply 

corporately (as a church)? 

 

What does “working out your salvation with fear and trembling” look like practically? 

 

Discuss the statement “We work out our salvation because God has done a work in us first.” 

 

2. A decreasing and increasing work (vv. 14-15) 

 

“Do everything with grumbling and complaining.” Discuss how Jesus is the following things as we 

strive to live this way: 

- Jesus is our example 

- Jesus is our power 

- Jesus is our substitute 

 

In what areas/relationships of your life is it most difficult to live without getting your own way (cf. 

1:15-18)? 

 

Justin Buzzard writes, “Your life would be better if it could become less about your life.” Discuss 

what you think that means. 

 

3. A suffering and satisfying work (vv. 16-18) 

 

What are some ways you have shared in the sacrifice/suffering of others? 

 

What can we do to keep heaven from becoming “pie in the sky?” What are some ways the promise of 

future joy can give us present joy in our shared sacrifice and suffering?  

 

For deeper study this week, reread Philippians 2:12-18, and consider the following questions 

beyond the sermon notes: 

 

What else shines from these verses, impacts, draws attention? 

What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord? 

What are other points of personal application for your life from these verses? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


