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DISCUSSION GUIDE 

 

Share a story about a time when someone showed you generosity. 

 

 

1. Live as partners (15-18a; cf. 2 Corinthians 8:2-5; Matthew 6:21) 

 

Resources are not for feeding pleasure but for seeding partnerships.  

 

What are some ways you have been the recipient of or participant in generosity of partnership 

within the church? 

 

How is generosity in partnership woven throughout worship, growth, and service? 

 

 

2. Honor God (18b) 

 

Paul uses worship words (cf. 2:17). What’s the benefit of worship words rather than just saying 

“thank you”?  

 

Without sounding smugly/super spiritual, what are some ways we can express ourselves in worship 

words rather than in mere pleasantries? 

 

 

3. Experience returns (19-23) 

 

Do you agree or disagree that being ungenerous is more an issue of fear than greed? Explain. 

 

Many people this weekend raised their hands and agreed that when you give generously, God meets 

your needs; that God meets needs of those who meet needs.  

If you raised your hand and believe this, what would you say to a generous person who gets 

terminally ill, looses their job, suffers a tragedy, etc.? 

 

The question of being generous or not is: Do you trust God? What are some practical ways, related 

to generosity, to know that you trust him? 

 

Paul ends with a greeting which reflects the impact of the gospel in various strata of society (vv. 21, 

22). How well do you see this kind of diversity reflected in our church? 

 

 

For deeper study this week, reread Philippians 4:15-23, and consider the following questions 

beyond the sermon notes: 

 

What else shines from these verses, impacts, draws attention? 

What is difficult to understand in these verses? What would you like to ask the writer, or the Lord? 

What are other points of personal application for your life from these verses? 


